A review of reproduction in the female camel (Camelus dromedarius).
The Arabian camel (Camelus dromedarius), the one-humped camel, is a primary inhabitant of the northern half of Africa, the Middle East and Pakistan and India. The dromedary is a multipurpose animal used for transportation, the production of milk and meat, as well as such by-products as wool, hair and hides. Dromedaries are extremely well adapted to their hot, arid environment. Consequently, Arabian camels are of considerable economic importance. Relatively little attention has been paid to the breeding of dromedaries. In the literature, particularly that in the English language, information on reproduction in the dromedary tends to be fragmentary. This review consolidates several widely scattered reports as projected against the author's own experience. It is hoped that the information is of particular help for those in charge of the breeding of dromedaries in zoological gardens and animal parks in countries where the one-humped camel is a rare species.